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From Our Readers 


Retired history professor Edward C. Blackorby has 
received several letters regarding his article, “Usher L. 
Burdick’s Early Political Career in North Dakota and 
the Rise of the Nonpartisan League" (published in North 
Dakota History, vol. 67, no. 3), and his forthcoming 
book-length biography of Burdick. 


Ted Pedeliski, recently retired professor of political 
science, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, 
wrote: 


What a pleasant surprise the other day when I opened 
up the most recent issue of North Dakota History and 
saw your article on Usher Burdick’s early political 
career. I knew you had been working on Burdick for a 
good many years and I was so pleased to find out that 
you have completed the project and that it will soon 
see full publication. . . . Working on politics of that era 
is truly a labor of love. 


Albert Melbourne (“Mel”) Christopher, Potomac, 
Maryland, wrote: 


Congratulations on your superb, scholarly article on 
Usher L. Burdick. I was uplifted by your article .. . 
and look forward to your new book. 


Louis G. Geiger, a mentor to Dr. Blackorby when he 
began his Ph.D. studies at the University of North 
Dakota, wrote: 


About a week ago J finished reading your fine article 
on Usher Burdick. You can look upon that as a 
capstone to a fine academic career. 


Eugene A. Burdick, the younger son of Usher 
Burdick, had contributed a great deal to Dr. 
Blackorby’s research by providing him with papers 
frequent interviews, and photographs. In a letter 
written to the editor about a year before his death, 
Judge Burdick noted: 


Professor Blackorby has really done a monumental job 
in research and writing this very historical account of 
my father and his influence on politics in North 
Dakota. We are all grateful that Professor Blackorby 
lived to see the work completed, although some of my 
family did not. 
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